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Tom Belger · Finance and policy reporter
25 January 2021 · 2-min read

A couple in the snow in Britain as studies suggest little change in aggregate
happiness levels despite the COVID-19 crisis. Photo: PA.

Happiness levels among much of the US public quickly

returned to normal after the initial shock of the coronavirus

crisis, according to an academic.

Professor Tali Sharot, a cognitive neuroscientist at University

College London (UCL) made the bold claim at a panel event

at the virtual Davos Agenda 2021 summit on Monday.

A team at UCL surveyed 1,145 Americans in 30 states last

year. Sharot said they found a “significant decrease” in

happiness and higher stress levels in the early stages of the

pandemic’s spread.

But a follow-up survey found happiness and stress levels

went back to prior levels within a month, in findings she

called “incredible.”

READ MORE: China's Xi Jinping outlines four-point plan to

battle threat to globalisation

Participants reported anxiety falling and a greater sense of

control over time, with greater optimism about their own

Yahoo Finance UK

TRENDING
Bavarian Radio SO/Rattle review –
future team put new music front
and centre
The Guardian · 2-min read

8 Of The Most Shocking
Revelations From Meghan Markle
And Prince Harry's Oprah
Interview
Elle · 10-min read

The key revelations from Meghan
and Harry’s Oprah interview
PA Media: Entertai… · 7-min read

Uoma Beauty’s Coming 2 America
Collab Is Taking Your Makeup Bag
To Zamunda
Refinery 29 UK · 2-min read

Have your say: Has your opinion
of Harry and Meghan changed
after their Oprah interview?
Yahoo News UK · 1-min read

 HOME MAIL NEWS FINANCE SPORT CELEBRITY STYLE MORE

Sign in  Mail

Movies News Box Set TV Exclusives Trailers Interviews Disney+

https://www.yahoo.com/author/tom-belger
https://www.weforum.org/events/the-davos-agenda-2021/sessions/pursuing-happiness-and-meaning-in-a-post-covid-world
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/davos-2021-chinas-xi-jinping-says-coronavirus-shouldnt-be-an-excuse-for-deglobalisation-131243847.html
http://uk.finance.yahoo.com/
https://www.yahoo.com/author/tom-belger
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/bavarian-radio-rattle-review-future-100217163.html
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/meghan-markle-speak-oprah-winfrey-100900677.html
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/key-revelations-meghan-harry-oprah-044155672.html
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/uoma-beauty-coming-2-america-095537012.html
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/have-your-say-opinion-harry-meghan-oprah-interview-094522328.html
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=458584288257241&link=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.movies.yahoo.com%2Fdavos-2021-happiness-survey-coronavirus-crisis-163220539.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dfb%26tsrc%3Dfb
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=DAVOS%202021%3A%20Americans%20%27no%20less%20happy%27%20despite%20coronavirus%20crisis&url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.movies.yahoo.com%2Fdavos-2021-happiness-survey-coronavirus-crisis-163220539.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dtw%26tsrc%3Dtwtr&via=Yahoo
mailto:?subject=DAVOS%202021%3A%20Americans%20%27no%20less%20happy%27%20despite%20coronavirus%20crisis&body=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.movies.yahoo.com%2Fdavos-2021-happiness-survey-coronavirus-crisis-163220539.html%3Fsoc_src%3Dsocial-sh%26soc_trk%3Dma
https://uk.yahoo.com/
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/
https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/
https://uk.sports.yahoo.com/
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/celebrity
https://uk.style.yahoo.com/
https://uk.yahoo.com/everything/
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-GB&src=movies&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.movies.yahoo.com%2Fdavos-2021-happiness-survey-coronavirus-crisis-163220539.html%3Fguccounter%3D1%26guce_referrer%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8%26guce_referrer_sig%3DAQAAAN6TD4s7p_j4Dy4PTp0Cmf2c1mq-ptmNFYHVHi_nCNWOSybR4CTvQcoXq-QHpIjwMoxEdGDWwUPJtizapW-Xi2SfLv-AqPsPLYWpO9z2GIz13jCiKNxxgUHOnkU7-jBw2iJ4-F6j-INhcp3-ImLwsWRbWa2fxA69lmoQW9nr53Ha&pspid=1197756286&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=uk&.lang=en-GB&pspid=1197756286&activity=ybar-mail
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/tagged/news
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/tagged/box-set-tv
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/tagged/exclusives
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/trailers
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/tagged/interviews
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/tagged/disney-plus
https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/


8/3/2021 DAVOS 2021: Americans 'no less happy' despite coronavirus crisis

https://uk.movies.yahoo.com/davos-2021-happiness-survey-coronavirus-crisis-163220539.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3… 2/6

Latest stories

2 hours ago

Yahoo TV

Jason Sudeikis thanks ex-fiancée Olivia Wilde during
Critics’ Choice Awards
Jason Sudeikis accepted the Critic’s Choice Award for "Ted
Lasso" after the series won best comedy series during the
ceremony on Sunday night.

Yahoo Celebrity

lives and happiness levels.

“This suggests that humans adapt to threats by maintaining

positive and protective biases while reducing negative

perceptions and emotions,” wrote Laura K. Globig, one of the

researchers involved, in a summary of the research last year.

Sharot told the panel the happiest participants were those

who did feel agency over their lives, and urged policymakers

to look at ways to boost the public’s sense of agency. She

highlighted some US school districts where choice over

sending children to school had been left with parents as an

example.

READ MORE: AstraZeneca CEO criticises 'me first'

approach to COVID

But she said a “significant minority” of people were

struggling with the pandemic. The study was also concluded

by mid-2020, when not all the health, social and economic

impacts of the pandemic would have been felt.

The study also found the number of COVID-19 cases and

deaths in their state had no discernible impact on

respondents’ wellbeing.

WEF’S annual meeting of global business, political and civil

society leaders has been postponed to May and moved from

Davos, Switzerland, to Singapore because of the pandemic.

The move led to the launch of this week’s additional ‘Agenda’

event in the run-up to the in-person summit, with more than

100 virtual sessions including heads of state and CEOs of

global companies.

WATCH: How do world leaders get invited to Davos?

Our goal is to create a safe and engaging place for users to connect over interests
and passions. In order to improve our community experience, we are temporarily
suspending article commenting.
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Rita Wilson marks a year since she and Tom Hanks
f ll ill ith COVID 19Wilson and Hanks announced they had COVID-19 on March
11, 2020.
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Mark Strong: My absent father made me incredibly
independent
The star of stage and screen recalled his upbringing in north
London.
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Ashley Judd says 'nights are a savage agony' as she
recovers from broken leg after Congo rainforest fall
The actress almost lost her leg and suffered nerve damage
after tripping over a fallen tree.
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Yahoo Movies UK

'WandaVision' finale: What happened, and what
happens next? (SPOILERS)
'WandaVision' certainly delivered its fair share of surprises,
so let's speculate about where the MCU will go next.

Yahoo Movies UK

Cillian Murphy films new 'Peaky Blinders' S6 scenes
in Liverpool
The Irish actor looked every inch the dapper Brummie
gangster as filming resumed for the sixth and final series in
Liverpool.

Digital Spy

New on Netflix this week: Movies you can watch
NOW
What's new this week?

Peugeot moltiplica gli incentivi statali
Nuova 208 con Ecobonus Peugeot e incentivi statali da
10.900€ oltre oneri finanziari. TAN 5,49%, TAEG 7,89%.
Anziché da 11.900€. Anche 100% elettrica.

Digital Spy

First look at Space Jam 2 as LeBron James joins the
Looney Tunes squad
"It's one of the biggest games, if not the biggest game, I've
ever played in."

The Independent

Space Jam 2: Wacky plot synopsis revealed for
sequel starring LeBron James
Film is slated for release in July

Yahoo Movies UK

The new movies to stream this weekend: 'Raya',
'Coming 2 America' and more
Plenty of girl power to go around this week.
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PA Media: Movies

Sacha Baron Cohen reveals double life as vaccine
dealer in TV sketch
The British actor celebrated winning two Golden Globes at
the weekend.

PA Media: Movies

Awkwafina: I was saved by performing
The award-winning actress is among the voice cast for
Disney’s animated fantasy film Raya And The Last Dragon.

Variety

New ‘Star Trek’ Movie in the Works From ‘Fear the
Walking Dead’ Writer Kalinda Vazquez
Boldly going where only men have gone before, “Fear the
Walking Dead” co-executive producer Kalinda Vazquez is
writing an original “Star Trek” movie for Paramount Picture…

Gamma Nissan QASHQAI N-TEC
Oggi con tasso Ø, anticipo Ø e valore futuro garantito - con
Intelligent Buy, TAEG 0,86%.

TVLine.com

Edie Falco to Play Hillary Clinton in FX's
Impeachment: American Crime Story
Edie Falco is headed for the Oval Office, joining the cast of
Impeachment: American Crime Story as none other than
Hillary Clinton, according to Collider. As its title suggests, t…

Variety

‘F9’ Postponed for the Third Time, ‘Minions’ Sequel
Pushed to 2022
Universal Pictures is pumping the brakes on the latest “Fast
and Furious” entry. “F9,” which was slated to debut over
Memorial Day weekend, has pushed back its release date…

Yahoo Movies

Eddie Murphy explains how Arnold Schwarzenegger
inspired 'Coming 2 America'
Eddie Murphy says seeing Schwarzenegger de-aged in
"Terminator" convinced him to move forward, while Arsenio
Hall, Wesley Snipes and the rest of the cast weigh in on the…
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