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Adding “trust” and “distrust” buttons to social media sites like Facebook could
reduce the spread of online misinformation, (Tracy Le Blanc/Pexels)

Adding “trust” and “distrust” buttons to social media sites
like Facebook could reduce the spread of online
misinformation, new research from a London university has

found.

A study by researchers from University College London
found that adding trust/dislike buttons alongside the
standard “like” button incentivised people to be trustworthy
and led to a large reduction in the amount of misinformation

being shared.

UCL's Professor Tali Sharot, co-lead author of the study
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published today in eLife, said: “Part of why misinformation
spreads so readily is that users are rewarded with ‘likes’ and
‘shares’ for popular posts, but without much incentive to

share only what’s true.

“Here, we have designed a simple way to incentivise
trustworthiness, which we found led to a large reduction in

the amount of misinformation being shared.”

For the study, UCL researchers used a simulated social media
platform and asked participants to share news articles, half
of which were inaccurate. Some participants were able to
respond with “trust” or “distrust” reactions, as well as the

typical “like” or “dislike” reactions.

The study found that participants started posting more true
than false information in order to gain “trust” reactions.

Researchers also found that participants began to pay more
attention to how reliable a news story appeared to be when

deciding whether to repost it.

Participants who had the option of using “trust” or “distrust”
buttons also ended up with more accurate beliefs,

researchers said.

Professor Sharot added: “Over the past few years, the spread
of misinformation, or ‘fake news’, has skyrocketed,
contributing to the polarisation of the political sphere and
affecting people’s beliefs on anything from vaccine safety to
climate change to tolerance of diversity. Existing ways to
combat this, such as flagging inaccurate posts, have had

limited impact.”

Co-lead author, UCL PhD student Laura Globig said: “Buttons
indicating the trustworthiness of information could easily be
incorporated into existing social media platforms, and our
findings suggest they could be worthwhile to reduce the
spread of misinformation without reducing user

engagement.

“While it’s difficult to predict how this would play out in the
real world with a wider range of influences, given the grave
risks of online misinformation, this could be a valuable

addition to ongoing efforts to combat misinformation.”
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Google News Showcase coming to the US and
updates to follow tab on Google News

Plus, Google re-announced the Google Reader Revenue
Manager. The post Google News Showcase coming to the US
and updates to follow tab on Google News appeared first o...
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What is with all these CCMF tickets for sale on
Facebook? Here are the laws

Lots of people are selling their tickets to CCMF online. Here
are the laws of resale in South Carolina you need to know
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Ad - Appngon :
Popular Mobile Games You Must Play In 2023
Discover a world of exciting games, from heart-pumping
action to brain-teasing puzzles. Get the latest versions of the
top games in 2023.

Business Insider

Generation GPT: Al technology will screw over young
people by making them lonely

Al bots like ChatGPT are going to befriend us. But because
they can't replicate human relationships, they'll also leave us
lonelier than ever.

a day ago

Reuters

FBI says artificial intelligence being used for
'sextortion’ and harassment

The Federal Bureau of Investigation has warned Americans
that criminals are increasingly using artificial intelligence to
create sexually explicit images to intimidate and extort...
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Instagram hackers defeated by kindness,
businesswoman says

A businesswoman refused to pay a ransom after her
Instagram account was hacked.

2 days ago
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Kylie Jenner Apologize For Her New Self
Kylie Jenner is an American media personality, socialite, and
businesswoman. She starred in the E! reality television...

TechCrunch

Google launches new learning and consulting offers
help enterprises on their Al journey
Google Cloud today announced an expansion of its Google
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Cloud Consulting offering, its service for connecting
customers to experts who can help them along their cloud...
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YouTuber compiles 'evidence' to accuse up-and-
coming influencers of staging paparazzi videos:
Influencers Ryan and Sammy Elsharrhawry — also known as
the Halsa brothers — are being accused of faking their social
media presences and staging paparazzi photos.

2 days ago

HuffPost

Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene's Tweet About NYC
Smoke Is A Real Doozy

The far-right lawmaker tried to make a point about ...
something.

2 hours ago
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Strongest Armies In the World: No. 1is Not USA
Here's a ranked list of strongest Militaries in the world

The Daily Beast

Tourists Watch Russian Man Get Devoured by Shark
on Egypt Beach

Joseph Prezioso/Anadolu Agency via GettyWarning: This
piece contains graphic video that may be disturbing to
viewers.Tourists visiting the popular Egyptian resort of...

5 hours ago

INSIDER
Clarence Thomas wrote a scathing, nearly 50-page
dissent about why the Supreme Court should have

Thomas was one of four conservative justices who dissented
in Thursday's 5-4 ruling that backed the Voting Rights Act.

2 hours ago

InStyle

Megan Fox Wore a Plunging Sheer Catsuit to a
Machine Gun Kelly Concert in Berlin
Megan's fashion tour de force goes international.

6 hours ago

Ad - Tummy Tuck Hipo :
Oldest Stars Who Fans Forgot Are Still Alive

Here are Some Of The Oldest Living Legends Still Around
Now

People

Elliot Page Says He and Olivia Thirlby Had Sex ‘All the
Time' Making Juno': 'We Thought We Were Subtle'
The actor wrote in his memoir that Olivia Thirlby was the
"first woman | had a suitably consensual sexual relationship
with"

a day ago
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Arnold Schwarzenegger fought with James Cameron
over 'I'll be back' line in 'The Terminator' — until the
Arnold Schwarzenegger thought his iconic line in "The
Terminator” sounded "funny,” and argued with the film's
director, James Cameron.

a day ago

InStyle

Kylie Jenner's White Latex Romper Is So Tight, It
Looks Like It's Painted On Her Body
Body-con just took on a whole new meaning.

8 hours ago

HuffPost

CNN Anchor Torches Donald Trump’s Wild 'Wolves'
Ad: ‘Fact-Check Machine Is Broken'

"There are several things in there that would not pass the
truth test," anchor John King said of the 2024 Republican
candidate’s latest spot.

12 hours ago

GOBankingRates

Costco Execs Warn of Looming Recession Because of
One Change Shoppers Are Making to Their Buying

In times of economic struggles, Americans tend to change
their shopping habits. The "lipstick effect,” where people will
continue splurging on smaller items such as candles and...

6 hours ago

Cosmo

The big change to Prince William and Kate
Middleton's future royal tours

Prince and Princess of Wales will be instrumental in King
Charles' plans for future royal tours. But here's why their
tours will be shorter than usual.

10 hours ago

People

Golnesa 'GG' Gharachedaghi Says She's 'Cutting Back'
on Ozempic After Losing 'More Weight Than | Was
The 'Shahs of Sunset' alum said she now weighs 110 Ibs. after
starting type 2 diabetes drug Ozempic for weight loss in
March

5 hours ago

PA Media: Sport

Rory Mcliroy involved in angry exchange at PGA
Tour players meeting - report

Players are coming to terms with the shock merger with LIV
Golf.

a day ago

INSIDER

Justice Kavanaugh switches sides to throw out
racially gerrymandered map in Alabama, just a year
Kavanaugh allowed the Alabama maps, which diluted Black
votes, to stand for the 2022 election. Now he says they
violated the Voting Rights Act.

5 hours ago
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